
16th International Research Conference ( September 7–8, 2023 )

ID 092

Legal Aspects of Challenges and Privacy Concerns in Establishing and
Maintaining a Forensic DNA Database in Sri Lanka

SM Rathnayake1#, YM Mayadunne1 and KO Liyanage1

1Faculty of Law, General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Ratmalana, Sri Lanka

#38-llb-0088@kdu.ac.lk

Abstract

This research has been conducted to identify the legal aspects of challenges and privacy
concerns in establishing and maintaining a forensic DNA database in Sri Lanka. Estab-
lishing a forensic DNA database in Sri Lanka raises legal, financial, and practical issues.
This research observes the laws and regulations in an international context and identifies
the lack of legislation in the country that concerns the legal aspects of establishing a
forensic DNA database. A qualitative research methodology is adopted to collect primary
and secondary data. Lack of a specified DNA identification act, legality of the DNA
concerning privacy and human rights, issues in accessing, protecting, and securing DNA
information, and retention and deletion of DNA information were identified as the main
legal issues in establishing a national forensic DNA database. Sri Lanka must strike
a compromise between the need for effective law enforcement and the preservation of
private information in the establishment of a forensic DNA database.
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